THE BAIRANWAND KHANS
the Sardar at once striking camp and proceeding towards the
Kakawand country. A short march of three hours brought
us to Laghri, where we struck Major E. B, Burton's route of
1897 which enabled us to locate our position fairly accurately.
4 A special messenger here brought news that a party of 150
horsemen of the Falak ud Din, who had killed two men on the
Warazan pass a day or two before, had raided Nihawand the
day we left. When a large town like Nihawand boasting of
1,000 riflemen and several hundred sowars is unable to send
out more than a handful of men to recover stolen property,
and when the said handful is content to return empty-handed,
it is not a matter of surprise that Lurs grow more daring.
'News was also received that the Bairanwand Elans had
undoubtedly intended to induce us to go through their
country by false promises, friendly letters, &c,5 and then hold
us as ransom for their brother tribesmen recently captured
by the Swedes.
c Feeling runs so high that I fear it will be some years before
we can prudently enter into practical relations with the
Bairanwand on a basis of mutual confidence, as in the past
with other tribes. At Laghri we also heard that the special
messenger sent to Khurramabad by the Sardar Akram with
letters to leading men enjoining them to render me every
assistance, had been stripped by some Lurs in the Tang-i-Gau
Shumar and the letter mischievously torn in pieces, just to
show contempt for him. We left Laghri (7,100 ft.) at day-
break on a cold morning. Some of my sowars went to a hamlet
to get bread but were refused. Shots were exchanged and in
the scuffle that followed the mare of the head sowar strayed
or was stolen. Half the party stayed behind to look for it, so
I had a small escort only during the allegedly perilous passage
of the Gau Shumar gorge, a long defile through the Kuh-i-
Safid through which the Kashgan (formed by the confluence
of the Ab-i-Alishtar (Khaman) and the Laghri streams)
reaches the Chigini plateau (a continuation to the west of the
Khurramabad plain). It was an important defile, all roads
for many miles east and west being very steep and almost
impracticable for laden animals. In it, as is usual in most
important gorges in SW. Persia, were relics of a Sassanian
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